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440 HISTORY OF MCKEAN COUNTY.

DELANO R. HAMLIN was born at Smethport, McKean Co., Penn.,
August 10, 1847. He was the only son of Byron D. and Harriet Hamlin,
and was the eldest of their family of three children. After having attended
the public schools of his native borough until he was thirteen years old, he
was sent to a public school at Flushing, L. I., and two years later entered
Flushing Institute, conducted by that prince of educators, Prof. E. A. Fair-
child. The damp sed-air at that place disagreeing with his health, he was
removed to Allegheny College, at Meadville, Penn., where he made excellent
studies, and remained until 1868, when he returned to his home, and entered
upon the study of law in his father’s office. He was admitted to the bar, and on
January 1, 1871, became a partner in his father’s law and land business, under
the firm name of Hamlin & Son, and continued as such until his death. In
1871 Mr. Hamlin married Miss Eugenia McCoy, a daughter of Dr. William
Y. McCoy, of Smethport. This union was a happy one, the parties to it being
congenial, each striving for the welfare and rational enjoyment of the other.
They were blessed with two promising children: Paul and Jenette, the son
being now a student in St. Paul’s school at Concord, N. H., and the daughter
at home with her mother, who keeps house in the beautiful family mansion
erected for her by her husband a short time before his death. At an early
age the subject of this sketch became a victim to attacks of inflammatory
rheumatism, which continued at intervals, producing hypertrophy of the
heart, and finally causing his death, which occurred May 30, 1884. His
remains were buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, at Smethport, the funeral services
being witnessed by a large concourse of sorrowing friends, assembled from all
parts of the county. As a young mman he started in life with bright prospects
and high resolves, and, had his health and life been spared, no man in this
region would have attained a higher station of honor and usefulness. His
characteristics, habits and ambitions all tended toward the true and the right.
He had not in his nature an impure, mean or ungenerous impulse. His sym-
pathies were ever active, and his heart and purse always open to the demands
of charity and the public good. He was eminently public spirited, and always
ready to advance every enterprise for the benetit of the community. In poli-
tics he was of the Democratic faith, ardent in the support of his views, labor-
ing earnestly for the candidates of his political party, but never seeking office
for himself. He was sincerely and actively interested in the prosperity of his
native borough and county, and his loss was deeply felt and deplored by all.
He was a faithful member of St. Luke’s Protestant Episcopal Church, was a
member of Trinity Commandery, No. 58, K. T.,of Bradford; Bradford
Chapter, No. 260, R. A. M., and McKean Lodge, No. 388, A. Y. M., and an
honorary member of the Smethport Hose Company, No. 1, many of the mem-
bers of these organizations being present to sympathize with his bereaved
family, and aid in the performance of the last sad rites. Following his death,
action was taken as shown in the following resolutions of respect and condol-
ence. At a meeting of the McKean county bar, the following resolutions were
adopted:

The members of the bar of McKean county desire to express their deep sorrow over
the death of Brother D. R. Hamlin. His amiable disposition, his gentlemanliness, his
uniform conduct to all, and his hospitality, won the affections of his brethren of the bar
ag his ability, modesty, honesty, and truthfulness won their respect. The members of the
bar desire further to express their sympathy with the parents and widow of the dgceased
in the loss of son and husband so richly endowed with qualities which make the relation-
ship of parents and children one of unalloyed satisfaction, and the association of husband
and wife uninterrupted happiness: John C. Backus, N. B. Smiley, J. M. McClure, com-

. mittee. It was ordered that the resolutions be spread upon the minutes of the court, and
a ceriified copy be sent to B. D. Hamlin and family. Appropriate and feeling remarks
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were made by the following gentlemen: Judge Olmsted, and Messrs. Backus, Gorton,
Keenan, Smiley, Milliken, King, Smith, Cotter, McSweeney, Weil, Chapman, McClure
and Rose.

At a regular meeting of the Smethport Hose Company, No. 1, the following
resolutions were adopted:

WaeRrkas, The final roll has been called and one whose name appeared at the head
of our list as the first honorary member of our association has courageously and even
cheerfully answered its imperative summons, whereby we have lost a genial companion, a
well-loved friend, a ready helper, and a generous benefactor; and, WHEREAS, For the first
time the darkened chambers of the silent city have been opened to receive one of our
members, we, the officers and members of the Smethport Hose Company, No. 1, express
our sincere sorrow for the loss of one whose aid and advice have been invaluable to our
success, and whose patience and cheerfulness under great affliction were proverbial; and
we desire hereby to express our heartfelt sympathy with the parents and family of our de-
ceased brother, “i)elano R. Hamlin, in their great bereavement. Resolved, That a copy of
these resolutions be presented to the widow of the deceased brother, and a copy furnished
the McKean Miner and the McKean Democrat for publication: F. W. Brownell, S. Gor-
ton, T. F. Richmond. committee.

At a regular meeting of McKean Lodge, No. 388, A. Y. M., the following
preamble and resolutions were adopted:

‘WHEREAS, It has pleased the Great Master of the universe, who doeth all things well,
to call from this world of labor, sorrow and pain our beloved Brother, Delano R. Hamlin,
whose life has ever been an expounent of the beneficent principles taught within the lodge
and who by the constant exercise of charity, patience and resignation under suffering. and
the faithful discharge of every duty, had endeared him to his fellows. Resolved, That
while we mourn the loss of a friend and brother, we bow submissively to the decree of the
great and all-wise Master, and tender to the bereaved family of our departed brother our
deepest sympathy in this their great affliction. Resolved, That these resolutions be en-
grossed upon the minutes of the lodge, a copy presented to the family of our deceased
brother, and that they be published in the Miner and Democrat: H. ¥. Barbour, L. O.
Chadwick, G. M. Smith, committee.



