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John W. Reed began his education in the
public schools of Clarion, and later took an
academic course at the Carrier Seminary
there. During his early manhood he taught
public school in the county for a few years,
meantime taking up the study of law, and he
completed his legal preparation in the office
of Hon. James Campbell, of Clarion, being
admitted to the bar Aug. 23, 1875. Beginning
practice in Brookville, the same year, he re-
mained there until the fall of 1877, when he
-returned to Clarion, where after a year’s prac-
tice on his own account he went into the office
of Wilson and Jenks, on a salary. This con-
nection lasted for several years, until May,
1883, when he moved with his family to
Grand Forks, Dakota, at which place he en-
gaged in the practice of law with two of his
wife’s brothers. During that period the firm
of Wilson and Jenks made him some very
flattering offers to return, and in May, 1884,
he did so, becoming a partner in the new firm
of Wilson, Jenks and Reed. When Mr. Wil-
son in 1886 was elected judge of the several
courts of Clarion county, the firm was reduced
to Jenks and Reed, and Mr. Jenks being ap-
pointed solicitor general of the United States

shortly afterwards, Mr. Reed formed another
connection, with Judge Wilson’s son Harry
R. Wilson, who had just been admitted to the
bar. They practiced under the name of Reed
and Wilson, and were associated until April,
1895, the date of Judge Reed’s removal to
Brookville, which has since been his home.
While a resident of Clarion county, when it
formed part of the same Judicial district as
Jefferson county, he was a candidate for the
Common Pleas judgeship, being defeated by
Judge Clark. Shortly after settling at Brook-
ville he became a candidate for judge of the
newly created Fifty-fourth Judicial district,
composed of Jefferson county, being nomi-
nated on the Republican ticket June 17, 1895,
on which ‘day Gov. Daniel H. Hastings ap-
pointed him judge of the new district, so that
he began his labors with its establishment.
In the fall of 1895 he was elected for a term
of ten years, assuming his duties on the first
Monday in January, 1896, and in the fall of
1905 he was re-elected for another ten-year
term. He was again a candidate in the fall
of 19135, but met defeat in the clash of opinion
regarding judicial and legislative responsi-
bility in the no-license question. In 1914,
after the death of Judge Beaver, he was a
popular choice for the vacancy on the Supe-
rior court bench, and though not appointed
had the satisfaction of receiving a large num-
ber of flattering indorsements, sent to Gov-
ernor Tener from all over the State, and from
sources so varied, regardless of class or poli-
tics, that they proved an index to the senti-
ment prevailing among the profession con-
cerning his work. His appointment was
recommended heartily by members of the
bench and bar in every section of the State
and every branch of the judiciary, and ex-
pressed the respect of his professional asso-
ciates in an unusual degree. Justice John P.
Elkin, of the State Supreme court, and Judge
Joseph Buffington, of the United States Cir-
cuit court, were among those who volunteered
most laudatory comments on his fitness.
Upon his candidacy for the third term in the
fall of 1915, a “non-partisan committee” com-
posed of leading representatives of the Re-
publican, Democratic, Washington and Social-
ist parties in Brookville issued a pamphlet set-
ting forth his claims to the support of his
fellow citizens. Tt was addressed “To the
Electorate of Jefferson County,” and we
quote from the introductory remarks: “Be-
lieving that the interests of Jefferson County,
at home and abroad, will be best served and
promoted by the reelection of Judge John W.
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Reed to the Common Pleas Bench of the
county, we herewith present his past record
as a man and judge for the careful considera-
tion of the voters of the county. The
man who, humanly speaking, comes nearer
exercising ommipotent power than any other
man in our form of government should be a
kindly-hearted, level-headed man who will
exercise that power sparingly and who has a
vision of human affairs sufficiently broad to
enable him to intelligently and justly solve the
difficult and intricate problems of life in their
relation to the laws of the land, when submit-
ted for judicial determination. Without in-
tending to disparage the claims of any other
candidate for this highly important and all
powerful official position, we confidently pre-
sent for your consideration the name of Judge
Reed as one who possesses in a preeminent
degree all the qualmes of heart and mind that
go to make a great and upright judge.”

Some account of the career at the bar and
on the bench which brought him this reputa-
tion will be of interest. The earlier years of
his practice were sufficiently varied to give
him unusual experience, and he was foremost
among the men of his age in his own section.
Though successful in almost every depart-
ment he won particular renown in criminal
practice. Tt is said that during the last ten
years of his practice he was counsel in some
fifteen homicide cases in Clarion and adjoin-
ing counties. Certain it is that “He was in
almost every important criminal and civil case
of a very busy and important period in the
history of the Clarion County Oil Regions.
then the center of the petroleum industry from
1877 on. He was a trial lawyer of exceptional
power and ability. On going to Jefferson
county he got in touch with that other great
Pennsylvania product—coal, and both as a
lawyer and a*judge has therefore had a most

varied experience in these two prominent and
most important Western Penasylvania prod-
ucts. In his earlier days at the bar timber was
yet a very important factor in Western Penn-
sylvania counties, and ejectment cases which
tried the mettle of the old-time lawyers came
to his share of the practice. Consequently
vou may readily see that he was, and is. espe-
cially qualified to deal with the industrial con-
ditions of the western part of the State.” The
familiaritv thus gained with industrial condi-
tions in the State nroved of great value in his
experience on the hench, enabling him to de-
cide unerringly manv auestions which came
up in the courts in his long service as judge.
Appeals from his decisions were rare, the

nwmber being less than sixty in all his twenty
years as judge, and there were very few re-
versals of his opinions—only one reversal in
thirty appéals taken to the highest Appellate
court in the State. “It is conhdently asserted
that no judge-in the State has a record in the
Appellate courts exceeding that of Judge
Reed. He has held court i more than one
third of the counties of the State, and in the
appeals taken from his decisions in these
various counties he has maintained the same
high record, both in the number of the appeals
and in the affirmation of his decisions that he
has in his home county.”

Judge Reed had not been long on the bench
when it became apparent that he had a gift
for expeditious handling of court business.
He kept his docket clear in spite of the fact
that he was careful about the details of every
case that came before him. But his compre-
hension was so broad that he was not con-
fused by them, and the celerity with which he
disposed of all trials interfered in no way with
the dignity of their conduct. But it did estab-
lish a precedent of economical administration
which will long remain a standard for those
who appreciate what such methods save the
citizens in taxes and litigants in legal ex-
penses.  With all this Judge Reed was never
hasty or inconsiderate. His patience was
proverbial and he was sympathetic, kindly and
helpful towards all who came before him,
whether as lawyers or litigants. HHis high
ideals and strict methods became reflected in
all the departments affiliated with his, his in-
fluence showing itself in many channels.

That Judge Reed’s qualities were appre-
ciated by his brother judges is evidenced by
his being called upon to assist in many other
parts of the State. He presided very often in
Allegheny county—as often as his other en-
gagements would permit, and his valuable aid
was sought and appreciated in disposing of
the great volume of criminal business of that
county. “The Dench and Bar everywhere
Judge Reed has held court join in commend-
ing his judicial services as being of the high-
est order.” The DuDois Ewvening Journal of
April 22, 1915, had an article which deserves
quoting here, in part at least: “Judge Reed
is one of the really big jurists of Pennsyl-
vania, a man of brilliant professional at-
tainments and who possesses the judicial
temperament in a high degree. His vast store
of experience, his demonstrated integrity, his
fearlessness of public clamor as affecting the
discharge of public duty and his wonderful
ability combine *o place him in the front rank
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of men now conspicuous in public life. Nor
are his talents hidden beneath the bushel of
Jefferson territorial lines. They are well
known throughout the counties of Pennsyl-
vania and have been recognized and confirmed
time and again by the Appellate courts of this
Commonwealth. This man is no ex-
periment, no unknown equation. The people
have experienced twenty years of his economy
and efficiency in office, they have observed his
careful admmistration of a public trust; with
the passing of the years, they have seen him
ripen into an honored neighbor, a sympathetic
friend, a distinguished citizen. Constantly a
part of the environment in which he lived, the
affairs of the people have been his affairs. He
has labored energetically and effectively to
solve the various problems that have con-
fronted him and his people. Penn-
sylvania needs more men like John W. Reed.
Your administration, Mr. Reed, has been a
triumph to you personally, a satisfaction to the
people, a high tribute to our form of popular
government, a bulwark to the rights of the citi-
zen and a forum wherein Justice has been tem-
pered with Mercy.”

An incident of Judge Reed’'s life on the
bench, about the middle of his second term, is
characteristic of his experience: While hold-
ing court in Philadelpha, upon the request of
President Judge Bregy oi Common Pleas court
No. 1, on going to his chambers one morning
he found Judge Bregy and Chief Justice Fell
of the Supreme court there. The former said,
“The Chief Justice wanted to call on you and
I came with him. What do you think he has
been saying? Te says you are one of the best
Common Pleas judges in the State.” The
Chief Justice remarked that he had not seen
Judge Reed since the latter went on the bench,
but that they kept track of the judges by their
work.

My, Reed's record as a judge is typical of
his whole life. Undoubtedly the rigorous con-
ditions of his early years were good training
for the calls of his mature life. At any rate,
he has not been found wanting in any of the
trusts reposed in him. While residing at
Clarion he served as burgess, and was also a
trustee of the State Normal School at that
place, and a director of the public schools. He
is an incorporator of the Dickinson Il.aw
School at Carlisle, a member of the American
Bar Association, also a member of the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association, and is a member of
its general committee on legal education of the
State, whose object is to have a universal cur-
riculum of study for admission to the bar. He

belongs to the Masonic fraternity, affiliating
with Hobah Lodge, No. 276, F. & A, M., and
Jefferson Royal Arch Chapter, No.
Brookville, Pa.; belongs to Brookville Lodge,
No. 217, I. O. O. F.; and Brookville Lodge,
No. 477, K. P. He is also a member of the
“Americus Republican Club™ of Pittsburgh,
P’ennsylvania.

220
=<0



